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SSAT and Dulux Smarter Spaces Project – end of project report 

School Name: Tranmere Park Primary 

Name of person completing this report:  

Brief description of type of room/space: ICT suite teaching space 

 
We are a popular, larger than average primary school with a strong local reputation, set in the heart of a 
relatively affluent residential area in North West Leeds. 
 
Accommodation around the school reflects the intake: most is expensive, owner occupied housing - 
pupils are, however, drawn from a larger, more mixed geographical area, with some pupils travelling in 
from the neighbouring local authority of Bradford.  
 
There are 354 pupils on roll (345 capacity) currently organised into 12 classes. The pupil roll remains 
constant & all year groups are full to capacity or oversubscribed, with regular appeals for places. 
 
 
Overview 
 

1. We were really hoping to be innovative and look at how changes to layout of the ICT suite 
teaching space could improve student engagement and attainment in lessons – particularly 
collaborative learning. 
 

2. We found that staff considered the suite to be a less than ideal teaching space. There was a 
consensus amongst staff that the perimeter layout made it difficult for learners to work and see 
the board. 
 

3. Changes to layout have not happened due to budget constraints but we have found that the 
designer input on furniture and colours have had a bigger impact than we anticipated. 

 
4. I was approached to enter the competition as the ICT lead responsible for the space. Year 5 

children were invited to join a working group if they were interested in the design process. Y5 
children were selected to ensure they would see the project finished. 

 
5. The efficacy of the project was judged by using a questionnaire competed by the pupils on a 

whole class basis. This was completed before and after to demonstrate any change in the pupil’s 
views. The results of this are shown below: 
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How would you rate how
nice a place to work the ICT

suite is?

How would you rate how
bright the ICT suite is?

How much did you enjoy
using the ICT suite?

How easy is it to learn in the
ICT suite?

Questionnaire on the effectiveness of the ICT suite - average 
scores
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Enhance the teaching and learning environment 
 
Optimise physical comfort 
The changes made to the seating within the room have meant that children can sit more comfortably in 
lessons which staff have commented has led to a noticeable reduction in the amount of fidgeting on 
seats with a commensurate increase in focus particularly amongst younger children. 
 
Provide variety and stimulation 
The design of this room is unlike any other room within our school which provides a sense of excitement 
to working in there. Children’s opinions of the space have improved dramatically as shown by the 
responses to the before and after surveys 
 
Enable different styles of teaching and learning 
Addition of collaboration tables in the centre of the room has opened up the opportunity for groups of 
learners that needs either support or a stretching challenge to work on a problem away from the 
computer without resorting to the floor! 
 
Inspire Engagement 
 
Promote pride and identity 
Further to the survey responses, there has been a real sense of achievement amongst the year 5 children 
that have been involved in the project. Particular children who have contributed specific thoughts to the 
process. Tom was really excited to see that his cogs design had been taken forward and that gave the 
whole group a real sense of having contributed to the final design. 
 
Create a sense of ownership and belonging 
Other children have demonstrated a real sense of ownership of the design and the room.  
Create opportunities for self-directed learning. 
The inclusion of a collaborative space has enabled children to come to see the teacher in the session and 
work with them. This has allowed children to seek out extra resources/support from staff. 

 
Encourage Positive Behaviour and Attitude 
 
Make pupils and staff feel valued and respected 
Many children and staff felt that their opinions were ring valued. We had an issue with the type and 
number of stools delivered for the project and the two groups of stakeholders approached the issue 
from different angles. The staff were most concerned that the space couldn’t accommodate a full class 
of children. One of our pupils from the design group was concerned that the stools delivered were 
unsuitable as they would be too high for out Early Years children to sit on. Both groups of stakeholders 
fed their worries back to me and when we were able to action a change with the support of Dulux, they 
felt that their opinions had mattered. 
 
Promote responsibility 
This process has promoted our Year 5 children taking responsibility for their decisions; one student felt 
strongly about changing the seating in the room but was keen to avoid looking at bean bags – which 
many other members of the group favoured – as he felt it would cause issues with focus and behaviour. 
He felt that this distraction would reduce learning potential in the space. This was particularly impressive 
as he is someone who normally would relish a distraction from his learning but demonstrated real 
maturity in this process. 
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Promote Personal Development and Wellbeing 
 

• Allow time-out 
o Not really relevant to this space 

• Link to nature 
o Not really relevant to this space 

 
Help improve building function 
 
Be adaptable and sustainable 
The changes made to our space maintain its flexibility as a space - it is used by all ages from EYFS to staff 
training – and a great deal of thought was give. To the longevity of the fittings. This was one of the 
reasons we decided not to undertake a like for like replacement of the perimeter work surfaces as the 
existing units were of high quality and in a good state of repair. 
 
Design for everyone 
One of the key design goals was that the space suit all of the intended users better than the existing 
space. We feel that 3 main factors have improved the learning environment. 

• Reduction in ‘clutter’ 

• Central tables for use in collaborative learning  

• A brighter and more airy atmosphere 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


