
Smarter Space at Windrush school

Our Nurture Room



You and your school

We are a 4 form entry Primary 

School in the Royal Borough of 

Greenwich, London. We are one 

school with two sites, one at 

Charlton which is 3 form entry 

and one at Thamesmead which is 

one form entry. 

http://www.windrushprimary.org

Our Nurture Room is in the 3 form 

entry site in Charlton.

We are an Outstanding School 

located within a hugely diverse 

catchment area. Our children 

come from hugely differing family 

make ups and ethnic 

backgrounds. The majority of our 

children have English as their 

second language, there is a high 

level of deprivation, and 

vulnerable factors to consider for 

our pupils. We also have a pocket 

of pupils who come from more 

affluent backgrounds. 

http://www.windrushprimary.org/


The room before

The room we transformed is 

located at our Charlton site and 

was 2 small group rooms which 

we knocked in to one modest 

space. 

The rooms were used for a 

variety of purposes such as 

phonics or maths groups as 

well as a ‘start of the day’ group 

who have breakfast together. 

It was a very bland room, even 

though the breakfast club did try 

to make it more homely using 

curtains and table cloths, but it 

was still very ‘schooly’. 



The Room

This was the corridor before

you entered the room. This is

an important part of our

Smarter Space

Looking 

towards 

group 

room 2’s 

door, the 

window is 

to the left

Standing with our 

backs to group 

room 2’s door and 

looking at group 

room 1’s door, the 

window is to our 

right..

This window is 

opposite room 

1’s door



The first area 

was a small 

group room used 

for phonics and 

such like. 

No storage 

at all.

Cramped 

space for 

group work

Bland 

walls

This is the wall we 

knocked down to 

open the space up a 

bit into the 

neighbouring room.



This is the wall which was knocked 

down to create one larger group 

room. It is the wall between group 

room 1 & 2.

The fridge didn’t fit 

anywhere!

They were 

building dens and 

creating new 

spaces to expand 

their learning



Glazed 

frosted 

window 

Corridor (to be 

part of design)

Currently a door to group 

room but will be filled in as a 

wall.

Wall to be 

knocked 

through

Current 

kitchenette

Floorplan –

not to scale



The design process

1. A working Party of children, 
parents and the Assistant Head 
of Inclusion was created.

2. Research in to how pupils feel 
about their learning 
environments through a survey. 

3. Children thought about their  
own learning needs, through a 
series of sessions.

4. Think about what makes us 
happy to learn.

5. What would this look like in a 
room?

6. Looked at details, such as 
lighting, furniture, paint colour 
and flooring involving the 
parents

7. Sent to Dulux, and a designer 
was assigned to the project.

8. Assistant Head met with 
designer, using the pupils’ power 
point and information, including 
hand drawn designs.

9. Designer created a cohesive 
space from the designs, and 
adapted where necessary. 

10. Budget constraints and 
adjustments were discussed.

11. Final design shared with pupils 
and parents for confirmation.

12. Dulux painters and designer 
created the room



The room after

A great deal of investment has gone 
in to our Nurture Room, we have 
employed a Learning Mentor, and 
devised a referral system and nurture 
policy to provide an embedded 
package of support for our children 
who use the room in the morning. 
We have also invested time in to 
training the class teachers who have 
students attending nurture, so they 
understand the ethos. The Learning 
mentor attends their planning 
meetings for joint working towards 
targets and ensuring the children 
have access to the same as their 
classmates, but in an environment 
tailored to meet their needs. 

The room is also timetabled for the 

afternoons, the working party decided 

that it was important that it was the 

children who found the classroom 

challenging who accessed the room 

the most, and if there was time left 

over then it could be timetabled out 

for other children. The level of need 

is great and the room is now used 

100% of the time to support students 

who are vulnerable, require 

mindfulness or mental 

health/wellbeing intervention as well 

as social skill interventions. 



The room after



The Impact being seen 

Quotes from the children:

“I love nurture, it’s safe”

“It’s like home”

“I think more in nurture”

“I can do more in nurture”

“It is FUN!”

“We do fun stuff”

“I have friends”

“Nurture is better than class, I work 
well at nurture”

“The thinking bubbles help you think, 
you can focus”

“Nurture has helped me lots, the 
room is the best in the whole school. 

It is like a home”

“You can write on the table!”



The Impact being seen 

Quotes from the teachers:

“Child A: Is much more confident 

when speaking to adults”

“Child B: Is more aware of others 

and there are less incidents now 

of hurting others”

“Child C: thinks now about his 

actions”

Child D: Nurture has made a 

significant change in D’s academic 

and social progress, he is now a lot 

calmer and focused in class, and 

even willing to help others, whereas 

before, this did not happen!”

Friendship Group Impact: This group 

has had an immense effect on these 

children especially X who has really 

come out of herself this year”



The Impact being seen 

Quotes from the senior 

leadership team:

“I do not have constant knocks 

on my door anymore. I see 

happy faces and successful 

children, so we can celebrate 

when they visit me, instead of 

having to resolve conflict.”

Sally McAvoy Head of School

Nurture group has allowed children 
who thought they ‘couldn’t do it’ 
believe and know that they can do 
it. It helps them to realise the 
potential they have that in a class 
of 30 was difficult for them to see. 
It gives them the tools and 
strategies to cope in more 
challenging situations and we have 
seen their confidence, self esteem 
and ability to grow”

Lucy Wheatley Deputy Head 
Teacher 


