
Smarter Space at 

Upton By Chester High school

Learning to shape the future



You and your school
I have been a member of the SLT at Upton since 2007. I have taught a range of 

subject and I lead on Quality Assurance, Teaching and Learning, E Learning, Child 

Protection, Pupil Premium and Gifted and Talented.

Upton by Chester High is a thriving, vibrant school with a proud record of academic 

excellence and success. We have been a TEEP school since 2012, with the 

TEEP model fully embedded within lessons. Our TEEP champions have been 

instrumental in ensuring that teachers regularly share good practice and the latest 

research in order to inspire and excite our students in their learning. Ofsted have 

said that “Teachers have good relationships with students …they engage 

students well and promote a love of learning” (May 2015). 

We are at the forefront of innovative technology, all of our Key Stage 3 students 

have their own iPads to use both in the classroom and at home, to further enrich 

and enhance their education. In July 2015 we became an Apple Regional 

Training Centre for Chester. This fully supports our school motto of ‘Learning to 

Shape the Future’ which so aptly encompasses all that we do. Ofsted also stated 

that we have an ‘Outstanding’ Sixth Form.



The room before

“It is a dismal place to teach and for students to learn. It is an uninspiring, unpleasant work

space. Poor layout, lighting and unpleasant environment. I think this because the carpet is all a bit

ripped and the blinds are broken, also the projector for apple TV, the sound for set work. Faulty

wiring, poor paintwork and broken lights. I use the projector for presentations, film clips and

exam board material to show good practice and students have paper based resources from the

department in their files. Therefore, the room, doesn't help their learning at all, apart from some

ICT provision. Unused space, restricted by position of whiteboard therefore less space for

students, too many at a desk”.





The design process

Our wish list!





Design process

We surveyed the staff who said:

• The layout of the room is of greatest concern. When speaking to staff 

they felt that it is badly organised. 

• If the projector screen was relocated then better use could be made of 

the available space so that students had more room to work. 

• The blinds, furniture and carpet were equally of second greatest 

concern. These are in a very poor state. The blinds are ineffective since 

they do not block out the light sufficiently to allow students to see the 

work on the projector and to stop the sun from shining in the students’ 

eyes. The furniture is very old and in a state of disrepair. The carpet is 

also old and stained and not pleasant to look at. 

We also surveyed the students (132) who use the room in order to see 

what they think the impact of the learning environment has on their 

learning. The largest number of students (39.39%) chose 3 on the scale 

and so did not have a strong opinion either way, however 31.82% do not 

view it as a good place to learn and 17.42% see it as a poor place to 

learn.



The room after

https://youtu.be/8rmel9m3V50

https://youtu.be/8rmel9m3V50


The Impact being seen 

Testimonies of staff who have used C14

I just wanted to say thank you very much for 
working with me and my Year 8 group last week 
in C14. It's a fantastic space to work in. Whilst 
working on their tour guide to Alcatraz, they 
were more motivated as a class and really 
enjoyed their learning. They all said they would 
happily do this again.

English Teacher- Hired C14 for a Year 8 
English project

C14 is an amazing work space that creates a 
calming atmosphere whilst students work. The 
room is bright and welcoming. I have notice the 
positive impact the room is having on students 
and their work ethic.

Teaching Assistant- Assists students during 
numerous lessons in C14

C14 is a fantastic space that offers students 
more than just a classroom. The space is 
modern, bright and equipped to enable 

creative digital technology lessons to take place. 
Students have been more engaged and excited 
to work in such an atmospheric room.

E-Learning Coordinator

C14 has enabled the students to work 
collaboratively on developing their knowledge 
and understanding of different types of rocks. 
They have developed presentations using green 
screen technology to bring the subject to life and 
they have used the quiver app which has 
increased their love of learning.

Geography Teacher – Hired C14 for a 
geomorphology project




