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Our school is Freebrough Academy. It is fun vibrant  and action packed with lots of activities 
inside and outside of the classroom. This is the 5th year of the school being an academy and 
we have recently achieved a grading of GOOD from Ofsted. The school is a buzzing place for 
learning and development. However the area of the school we have chosen is unused, 
empty and lifeless. 

We have chosen room 033/034 which are joining classrooms. The room is run down, cold, 
bland, damaged and too green. There are too many cupboards and the moveable furniture 
has no where to move to as it is too big and unpractical. 



Why do the learners and teachers think it needs a change?

Currently the room/s are under used as learning spaces and have become a dumping ground 
for unused resources. Sometimes people hold meetings in there. For example the student 
council and FAB Team (Anti-Bullying). However, it is not used as a learning space. The room is 
run down, too green and bright and it makes you feel tired in their rather than alert.

There are too many cupboards that take up too much of the room and some of these look 
damaged. The furniture is distracting and not comfortable to sit on or at.



Creating the Brief

To begin this project we completed some research with students. We 
asked a selection of students from year 7-11 to complete a questionnaire 
using the De Bono thinking hats.

We collated the data and summarised the key points/suggestion.

From this we each researched a specific area and then discussed as a 
team our ideas.



Creating
the Brief

 

Big Picture  
 
Describe the room. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feelings 
 
How does the room 
make you feel? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Positives 
 
What do you like 
about the room? 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Negatives 
 
What don’t you like 
about the room? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creativity 
 
What could be 
done to improve 
the room? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



After some research and feedback from students we have identified the 5 most important 
things that we think will help make the space a positive learning environment. These are 

❖ Change of colour
❖ New furniture that is comfortable,  easy to store, practical and able to move
❖ Some of the cupboards should be removed as there are too many and they take up too 

much space.
❖ The room needs to be warmer
❖ New flooring



❖ Change of colour for walls – black and colour splatter on window wall, blue on side 
walls and white on front wall.

❖ Top cupboards removed and big storage cupboard (currently a white board) in one 
side removed. Cupboard in other side used to store furniture.

❖ Projectors turned to project on white walls (front) both sides

❖ Blinds – current colour and style ok but need to be more durable and hard wearing.



We need the space to easily transform into an informal learning space for use during and outside 
curriculum time.

The space should be suitable for multi use and be a learning area where students and subjects can 
explore ideas and develop understanding of transferable knowledge and skills.

A range of groups will use the space including; nurture groups, student leaders, expert learners as 
well as classes from curricular areas and therefore the environment must be versatile. 

As a TEEP Ambassador school we are now developing  a LEEP (Learner Effectiveness Enhancement 
Programme) package to support students in developing character, resilience and grit. This space 
would  be used as an area for the LEEP team to develop strategy and train other students. 



Here are our design ideas



Wall with windows-
Black with splashed 
paint.
Wall with sinks and 
opposite-Mint green 
colour.
Wall opposite 
windows- White 
colour. 



Sitting comfortly, easy to move, easy to stack and table with 
in. 

Collaborate team work/ 
reading 

Keep the rooms together yet 
separated. 



We want something easy to store 
that is comfortable  and has 

space. We also want them to be 
big enough for everyone to gather 

round and do collaborative 
learning.



Possible flooring



Ideas for the room

These blinds will match the 
black wall.



Once the renovation is complete we believe the space will be calmer, comfortable and support 
development and progress.  The space will encourage independence and self management and become a 
positive working environment that fosters collaboration. The versatility of the area will mean that 
teachers have a space encumbered by rigid furniture in which different approaches to teaching and 
learning in their subject can be realised. 

Using the space to provide a stable nurturing environment for those students who come into the 
Academy not secondary ready, will allow teachers to develop a primary approach to teaching and learning 
for this group.

The space will be a huge support for the development of character, resilience and grit within our students.



How are you going to measure the impact?

❖ Grit survey data

❖ PASS data

❖ Year 7 nurture progress



Are there any functional considerations for the space?

❖ Some of the cupboards which are fixed to the wall need to be removed

❖ The room is cold.



LOTS OF 
PHOTOS AND 

VIDEO!!!




