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Our credentials:

• Parklands High School – mixed 
comprehensive in the town of 
Chorley, Lancashire

• 11-16

• PP 24%

• Approximately 1200 on roll

• Last year we were targeted 36% A*/A

• We achieved 50% A*/A

• This year we are predicting 64% A*/A



My tips for maximising achievement at the top end

• KS3 is preparation for KS4 – skills agenda

• A school focus on personal improvement and creative teaching methods

• A department focus on discussion, collaboration and enquiry

• SHP

• Teach to the top level – push the challenge

• Structured revision that works along side classwork as homework 

• Have an examiner in the department

• A positive mind-set about targets – they can go higher

• Strong department collaboration

• Positive relationships

Rigorous History throughout…..but that doesn’t mean it isn’t enjoyable



Interpretations

• Interpretations are one of the hardest areas for pupils to access

• We are going to see more focus on interpretations in the future



From AQA’s new GCSE 

Specification





PROMOTING HIGHER ORDER 

THINKING AND CHALLENGE













USING THEIR KNOWLEDGE TO ACCESS 

INTERPRETATIONS CREATIVELY













INTRODUCING INTERPRETATIONS IN 

KS3 IN A CREATIVE WAY WHICH 

PROMOTES HIGHER ORDER THINKING
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