
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT

AT WELLINGTON



Wellington 

School & MFL  

in context

 11-18, Non-selective Academy. Full range of ability ( within 

Trafford authority which has grammar school system)

 1365 students on roll

 In terms of MFL Value added scores, Wellington has been 

consistently above the national average for the last 3 years 

(RAISEonline)

 ALL students study at least one language to GCSE

 2 languages for  years 7 & 8 

 Students choose 1 language at end of year 8 to study to GCSE 

(6 periods year 9, 5 periods year 10 & 11)

 Hand-picked group of approximately 25 pupils who do 2 

languages in year 9 for 8 hours per fortnight.

 AS & A Levels in French, German , Spanish

 Opportunities for students who already have a competence in 

a language to do GCSE as additional early entry (Portuguese, 

Persian, Arabic, Urdu, etc.)



WHAT HAS MADE THE 

DEPARTMENT 

SUCCESSFUL?



LANGUAGE 

LEADERS 
2014 - 2016



Response to underuse of student voice 

within the department

Logical progression from International 

School Award

A way of continuing to raise the profile of 

MFL

Desire to “cultivate” a group of dedicated 

linguists – sense of feeling special

WHY ?



Language Leaders are a group of students from Year 10-

13 who work in the capacity as student ambassadors for 

the MFL department 

‘Recruitment’ process

 Delivered assemblies at end of Year 9 explaining ‘job 
description’ and highlighting benefits of the position to 

pupils.

 Pupils write letters of application 

addressed to MFL Dept.

 Now 20+LL’s

 Badges!

WHAT ARE LANGUAGE LEADERS?



What is a ‘Language Leader’? 
What does the role entail? What 
will I have to do?

• Promote language learning across the school and in the wider community

• Write articles for the newsletter/Mr Beeley’s weekly bulletin

• Help to design displays

• Promote competitions

• Create and design tutor and class quizzes

• Help to organise trips

• Host and help out at clubs

• Get involved in events – primary school visits/European Day of Languages

• Vote for winners of competitions (the bake off, best cultural projects)

• Give advice to younger students – language learning/homework

• Assemblies

• Attend and arrange meetings – pupil voice forum

• Maintain twitter account

• Maintain instagram account



Am I suitable to apply? What 
are the MFL Department 
looking for?

• Reliable

• Responsible

• Organised

• Respectful

• Enthusiastic

• Dedicated

• Interested 

• Helpful
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Why should I apply? What do I 
get out of it?

• Satisfaction of helping others

• Improve my own language skills 

• Personal statements c/v

• Badge 

• Priority to go on language trips

(at school’s discretion)
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What is the application 
procedure?

• Write an application letter 
addressed to the MFL 
Department 

• The letter should be no longer 
than one side of A4

• Submit your letter of 
application to Miss Weeks by 
the end of lunch Friday 12th

June (1.50pm) 
• In your application letter, 

include why you are suitable to 
be a Language Leader

• You will then be informed if you 
have been successful. 
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 Weekly meetings Monday lunchtimes – on school bul letin

 Visits to local Pr imary Schools 

 Write ups & articles for the newsletter/Head’s bul letin

 Year 7, 8 and 9 introductory assembl ies

 Setting up and maintaining Instagram & Twitter accounts -

@well ington_mfl

 Clubs

 Tr ips - German Christmas Market 

 Mentoring

 European Day of Languages event

 Primary School v is its to Wel l ington

 MFL bake sale 

 Help with Yr 7 Spel l ing Bee – l i teracy

 Competit ions

 Open Morning

 Fundrais ing – UNICEF

 Project Based Learning exhibition

A FEW EXAMPLES OF WHAT THEY HAVE 

DONE SO FAR…



 Year 10/ 11 /12  supporting KS3 students (registration 

support)

 Year 13 student  Year 11 German lessons (speaking 

test preparation) Year 12 French students  year 9 

French lessons to assist with student response to 

feedback 

MENTORING  (2-WAY IMPACT)



 Goes back to KNOWING the child, ef fective tracking and 

personalised feedback

 KS3 WILF grids & detailed feedback both written & verbal. 

New AQA GCSE style speaking

 Current KS4 Controlled assessments & comprehensive break 

drown of 4 skills 

 KS5 1:1 meeting with pupils and database of past 

papers/question types

 MFL intervention database

 Open door policy – staff above & beyond extra sessions. Focus 

on improving individual weaknesses.

BESPOKE LEARNING PLANS  
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 Peer questionnaire (Sheet 1)

 Student response to feedback is dependent upon the TYPE of 

work. Sheets 2 – sheet 6b are examples of feedback after 

speaking assessments 

 Sheet 7 onwards are examples of how we provide 

individualised feedback on written extended pieces and get 

our students to respond

PEER BOOK SCANNING & STUDENT 

RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK
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 Self-reflection lessons

 Following on from key pieces of work or at “focus” points of 

the year

STUDENT RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK : SELF 

EVALUATION & REFLECTION
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Evaluation

Write about your progress in French so far this year. You must answer all of the 
following in your reflection. YOU MUST WRITE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES.

1. What have you enjoyed?
2. What have you found difficult?
3. What could your teacher do to make your learning better?
4. How have you found the change to one single language ?
5. Which areas of grammar do you need to work on? 
6. How have you performed in listening, speaking ,reading , writing ? (TALK ABOUT 

AREAS OF LANGUAGE, e.g. knowledge of vocabulary, presentational skills, 
grammar)

7. How did you learn best? What strategies did you use?(give specific examples –
e.g. when you were preparing for an extended written piece , a spoken 
presentation or a vocab/grammar test)

8. What do you need to do to improve further in these skills? (look at comments/ 
targets to help you). How will you do this? This question should help you  move 
forward to next half term.  You should identify at least one “focus” for further 
improvement.

9. Any other aspects of your language learning you would like to comment on.



SOME PHOTOS…



…EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES…



…PRIMARY EVENTS…



…BAKE OFF…



@wellington_mfl



@wellington_

mfl



@wellington_mfl



@wellington_mfl


