
 

   

British Council Connecting Classrooms: guidance for school-based 
training networks 

 
The British Council’s Connecting Classrooms core skills programme seeks to develop and share 
teachers’ practice and expertise in six core skills areas, including critical thinking and problem 
solving, through a national CPD programme. Participating teachers will share practice with 
colleagues in their training group, their school as well as with colleagues internationally, and may 
apply for funding for an international visit. 

Schools can now access the training in two ways – you can come to one of the training courses we 
have planned, or we can come to you. 

If you are interesting in hosting a network, you will need to do the following:  

 identify a teacher or senior leader to act as school coordinator. They will work with SSAT 

to organise the training days.  

 recruit at least 15 teachers to attend the network training programme. These teachers will 

register with the British Council online and at the end of the programme share their practice 

via the British Council portal. Ideally these teachers will be from a range of schools. 

 identify a venue, organise catering and support SSAT in keeping attendance and evaluation 

records. You will also need to ensure that attendees register on the British Council website, 

complete their school practice assignments and share their practice through the Connecting 

Classrooms online portal. 

 be available mid-programme to discus school-based assignments with colleagues 

 share copies of registrations, summaries of attendance and evaluations, and details of 

teachers’ work with SSAT and the British Council. 

 
SSAT will support school networks by: 

 sharing core skills training materials with school coordinators 

 supporting coordinators  in establishing their programmes, through email/telephone contact 

and where appropriate a school visit 

 allocating you a lead consultant to deliver the training, typically over two days. Your lead 

consultant will be fully validated by the British Council and will come from either SSAT, the 

Geographical Association, the Historical Association or the Association of Citizenship 

Teachers. 

 providing support with catering costs - payment on completion of network training and sharing 

practice online. 

 
For schools wishing to establish a second (or larger) network, an enhanced level of funding is 
available that recognises the likely need for additional supply cover for the network leader (further 
details available upon request).  

 

http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/critical-thinking-in-geography/free-training-package-in-critical-thinking/

