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But….



1. Luck



The importance of design



2. Staff Recruitment



3. Staff Culture



4. Student Culture



Trips and visits.
Broader horizons.



5. Teaching



Teaching



Social Science Departmental Department Agenda
12.30pm Monday 23rd June  2014

1. Matters arising 
2. Independent Study skills booklet and training for new AS in September 
3. Flipped learning e.g. ’s from Sociology
4. CRS “scrapbook” idea.
5. Updated marking for Sociology and Psychology to share
6. New specifications 2015-2017
7. UCAS subject references 
8. Go 4 Schools 
9. Curriculum Development Group: Observation Reminder to observe one other 
member of staff focusing on 3 Ofsted areas of improvement before end of July. 
10. Trips
11. Students causing concern:
12. GRN leaving drinks and Meze at Franks Bar 7.3-pm Friday 18th July.
13. Future meeting dates:



Reepham College                                                    Independent study skills

Preparing you 
for AS and A 
Levels

Independent study 
skills



The Thinking Ladder.Advanced Level 

At AS and Advanced Level you are expected to complete unsupervised work in your 
independent private study time, in the LRC, to extend your learning. This includes 
additional reading, practice exam questions, revision and  research tasks. 

Use this booklet to help structure your independent study time. Complete tasks as 
and when you want to consolidate and extend your learning. If it helps to structure 
your time whilst you are getting used to independent study track which tasks you 
complete at the back of the booklet. 

The tasks start off easy at the bottom of the ladder, (think of this as E or D grade 
skills) but increase with difficulty as you get nearer the top. The more challenging a 
task, the more advanced the skills required and therefore the higher the grade you 
are working towards  Reepham College                                                    Independent study skills

Separating a whole examining its component parts and features

Identification and recall of information. Also known as knowledge!



Thinking Ladder: Advanced Level

Remembering (Knowledge) Tasks
. 

1) Write down everything you can remember about the topic from 
memory. 
2) Write down all the key terms for the topic and define them. 

Identification and recall of information at the shallowest level. Also 
known as Knowledge (A01). 

3) Create an Acronym using the first letter of all the key terms, to help 
you remember them!
4) Reproduce everything you can remember on the topic onto small 
flashcards. 

5) Play key word hang man with another student or taboo with your 
flashcards. 
6) Write out everything you can remember on a topic and highlight the 
most important points. Colour code. 

7) Write everything you know about a topic in 10 key bullet points. 
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Thinking Ladder: Advanced Level

. 

2) Reduce the key points down to under 200 words. 

3) Pretend the examiner knows nothing. Explain all the key points as if 
you are telling someone who knows nothing about it. 

4) Brief summaries. Summarise each of the key points in under 50 words 
each. 
5) Hungry  Caterpillar: Place all the key terms from one lesson in a logical order 
to form a caterpillar. Write a paragraph underneath  explaining how they link 
together. 
6) Pick out a number of key terms and explain what they mean verbally 
(out loud) to a friend or relation.

Understanding Tasks 
Organisation and selection of facts, information and knowledge 
to show you understand (A01)

1) Pick out 5 key points on the topic and explain them in your own 
words. 

7) Create true or false cards. On one side of the card write a statement, on the 
reverse write whether it is true or false and why. Test yourself. 
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Thinking Ladder: Advanced Level

. 

2) Explain a real life example for each key point. 

3) Explain how each topic relates or links together. 

4) Find/research a real life piece of evidence or news which illustrates 
the topic. 

5) Apply the topic to your own life. How does it relate to you?

6) Think about the topic and explain it using a cartoon character, TV 
character, celebrity or other scenario.

Using facts, rules, principles and applying them to examples or to 
solve a problem. Applying A01. 

1) Explain why the topic is significant or important. 

7) Look up past exam papers online. Try applying the topic to a short 
mark exam question. Mark it using the mark scheme. 

Application Tasks
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Thinking Ladder: Advanced Level

. 

4) Create a mind map or flow diagram of a topic, showing all the links 
and connections. 

3) Take a key study and de-construct it by explaining it’s aim, method, 
procedure, findings and evaluation.

6) Explain a piece of evidence for (supporting) and against 
(challenging) a theory or perspective. 

Separating a whole and examining its component parts or 
features. Comparing and contrasting (A02). 

1) Compare and contrast two or more theories, perspectives or studies. 
Write a comparison paragraph. 

7) Use a piece of evidence to write a PEEL of one key Point, Point, 
Evidence, Explain, Link. 

Analysis Tasks  

2) Compare and contrast two or more theories, perspectives or studies. 
Make a list of differences and similarities. 

8) Conduct a small scale experiment, survey or study and analyse your 
results. Mean, median, mode, range.
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Thinking Ladder: Advanced Level

. 

4) Opinionated Octopus. Evaluate the topic using 4 strengths and 4 
weaknesses. 

3) Write a short paragraph on how far you agree with the topic and 
why?

6) Choose a key theory or perspective and explain how one piece of 
evidence supports or refutes it. 

Developing opinions, judgements & decisions. Critical thinking 
skills. A02  strengths and weaknesses. 

1) Create a table of strengths and weaknesses for a topic, approach, 
theory, perspective or study. 

7) Use a piece of evidence to write a PEEL evaluation point of a theory. 
Point, Evidence, Explain, Link. 

2) Pick a key study or piece of evidence and evaluate it in terms of 
research methods used. 

8) Write a critical commentary of the theory or perspective. Use phrases 
such as ‘This supports/suggests… because…’

Evaluation Tasks
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Thinking Ladder: Advanced Level

. 

4) Create a song, poem, script or article of a topic, theory or perspective or 
blog about a specific topic .

3) Write a short exam question and mark scheme. Think about how it 
will be assessed. 

6) Create and plan your own experiment, study or survey to test a 
theory or perspective. 

Combining or organising information to form a new whole or 
create something new. Meta-knowledge.

1) Transform a theory or perspective into a comic strip, storyboard, You 
Tube clip or news article. 

7) Create a role play or puppet show on a topic or theory. 

2) Suggest and explain an alternative approach, theory or perspective. 

8) Produce a revision guide including key points and activities.  

Creation Tasks
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Thinking Ladder: AS and advanced Level

Task Tracker 
Subject Topic & Unit Date Thinking ladder task employed



• A2 Psychology PSYA3 Topics in Psychology 

• (Biological Rhythms and sleep, Aggression and Eating Behaviour)
• Topic:
• Date: Name:                                                                                                       Target Grade:
• Essay title/question: 

• AO1 
• Is your knowledge and understanding of explanations (theory) and/or  methods accurate and well detailed?
• Do you have a good range of relevant material in your answer? 
• Is there substantial evidence of breadth and depth in your answer?
• Is the organisation and structure  of your answer coherent?

• Mark bands:
• Sound
• Reasonable
• Basic
• Rudimentary
• A02 Student evaluation
• Which mark band would you put your A02/3 in?

• Things I need to improve next time:

• Areas to focus on next time (circled):

• Interpreting the question    Timing     Psychological  terminology     Elaboration     Evaluation     SPAG    Reductionism   
• Free Will/Determinism     G  R  A  V  E  Objectivity   Ethnocentrism   Androcentrism/gender bias Nature versus Nurture  



• Staff comment:

• Mark/Grade:

• A01            /8                    A02/3             /16                                                                   /24

• A*(22-24 )A (19-21) B (16-18) C (14-15) D (12-13) E (9-11)

• A02

• Does your commentary demonstrate  sound analysis, understanding and interpretation of the question?
• Is your answer focussed on the question,  showing coherent elaboration and a line of argument?
• Are your ideas structured and expressed clearly and fluently? Do you use psychological terminology effectively and demonstrate good SPAG?

• Mark Bands:
• Effective
• Reasonable 
• Basic 
• Rudimentary

• A01 Student evaluation

• Which mark band would you put your A01 in?

• Things I need to improve next time:



6. Tracking, Intervention & 
Support



7. Student Management



8. Leadership



But…
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